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The Tahoe on the water
‘afspeed tracks well agd .
its fabulous handling, \-

BOAT

PROFILE

BILL CLASSON

Tahoe Q4SF

The Tahoe Q4SF offers a brilliant
combination of fishing, skiing, cruising and

just plain boating fun.

his package is so from many competitors,

far the most serious The Tahoe Q45F has

fishing boat in a a superlative hull and
fish/ski/family combo that impeccable design that is
I've had the pleasure to test. packaged to perform as a
Serious anglers will have no perfect family runabout
issues at all with the layout while being versatile enough

Measuring in at 5.92

metres with a wide beam

of 2.31 metres the Q4SF
combines a terrific balance
of performance, fishability
and fun boating. The 220 HP
Mercury sterndrive delivers
plenty of power and a

SF| FEATURES

= In fipor storage (ski and
wakeboard),

« Full width aft sealing with two
convertible fishing chairs.

« Alt centre seat with dry or wet
storage.

= Adjustable driver buckel seal
with swivel.

= Afi eniry with boarding ladder.

» Side storage and centre drop
in storage b

* Cranking and rolling battery.

= 500 GPH bilge pump.

= |ights and fuse panel.

» AM/FM radio and CD player

» Rack and pinion power
steering and sports steering

wheel.
& Trave dArnk haldere harm

reasonable fuel economy.

Some of the features on
the Tahoe Q45F incude king-
sized swim platform, sizeable
storage areas, adjustable
interiors, swivelling skippers
bucket seat, jump seats on
either side of the engine
compartment and a host of
fishing accessories.

Tahoe is part of the Tracker
Marine Group and are
imported into Australia by
Tracker Marine Australia. The
(45F comes in a sterndrive
or outboard configuration.
The boat as tested came
complete with a Mercruiser
4.3 litre MP1 220 HF V6 stern
drive and colour matched
trailer with Galva Shield
protection.

Hull Design

The Tahoe Q) Series hull and
package was introduced just
over a year ago and has been
accepted as one of the best
combination hulls around. It
is an extremely high quality



SF| MOTOR DPTIONS

Intoard

= Wercrulser 3 |ite 4 cylinder

« Megcrpizer 4.3 Nt 190 HP VG
+ Mescruisar 4.3 MP| 220 HP V6

Dutbioard
+« 80 hp o 150 hp

which is at a level of the
best T've seen, The design
of the hull is hazed on
what is called a Powerllide
hull complemented with
HydraStep strakes designed
Lo keep the hull still on

the plane at slow speeds
and give the hull greater
manoeuvrability and
prediclability,

The Hyd eablep steakes are
in my lerms, viery advanced
and well designed reverse
chines that really lift the hull
right high up onto the plane.
This hull will cope with poor
conditions on the likes of
Port Phallip or Moreton bays
and that capability meakes
this a very versatile and
uselul package.

D Thuoiwi: BEE Clasim

the plane and the advantages
with such a slippery hull
dre seen in buel economy
and plenty ot top speed and
perlormance, The deadrise

iz a neal 15 degrees which
gives the hull a good ride

in rough water and little it
any evidence of broaching.
The high sides dellect spray
well and make o a very dey
ride. The hull is really well
balarwed and tracks true with
little evidence of sway even
under shifting weight loads.

Ride and
Performance

As already outlined the ride
of this package 5 a real eye
opener considering that the
boat 15 essentially a bow rider
configuration, albeit in a fish/
fennily/ski package. IF's really
b more than that zuch

is the level ot development
and hull design, The 220

Wi MoerCruizer delivers
plenty ol power ina very
controlled manner, which
makes this package a really
neat and tidy unit for almost
anyone to drive. With skiing
there’s heaps of power to
pull skiers out of the hole
and for fishing and fun
boating, the performance is
exhilarating. The ride 1 soft,
very predictable and 1 always
felt that T was completely

in control and it would be
hard to drive this packaze

ockpit position features
Iwo ide consales and awalk
theough to the bow,

getinto trouble. It's stable,

it doest’t show indications
of broaching, and it runs the
waves well and 13 very dry
tor a boat of its size. [ liked
the way il just powered onlo
the plane and the boat was
really well balanced Lo,
Obviously the designers at
Tracker know how o design
a boal Lor a slecnd dve as this
package felt like it was just

seamless and was a real joy

to drive,

It Ot

The interior iz well designed
and laid out and fishing is
never an after thought. As
part of the Tracker Marine
Group, one would expect
just that and Tahoe models,

The haoat in fishing mode with
enslhuons removed aml seaks
rilocated] fnto foward and rear

SF| SPECIFICATIONS

Lenath. 5.92 melres
(19" 8%

Beam 237 metres

Deplh Freetoand: 74 om

hax HP 240 hp Inboard
150 hp outbaand

MaCapPeopla/

Welght fpenple S0KG

HUll Weinh 621 kg

Todal hult & mtar- 1005 kg

Deadrke: 15 degrees

Draf 1T

including the (4, is equipped
wilh internal arrangements
that can quickly converl
cockpil seats Lo pedestal
mounted fishing chaies
positioned on elevated fore
and aft decks. Conveniently
lexcated hve wells on most
mad els are fully phambed
and aerated. There are plenty
of storage compartments to
stow fishing tackle within
easy reach and the Q4 also
features a factory installed
Motorluide bow mount
electric,

The conversion leom ski
Lo fish only really lakes a
les minuites , the cushions
are simply removed [rom
the lront and rear decks
converling them Lo neal,
solid casting platforms. The
two rear seals are removed
and relocated on their
posts in position on the
platfarms to allow them to
be converted to fishing and
casting seats.

The boal in family or ski mode.
The seats are relocated 1o
travelling position and coshions




Ihe Tahoe's sporty console i3
reminisgent of a sports car.

Generous underfloor storage for
fish, gear, skis or even rods.

(SF| FISHABILITY

+ 42 litre: all mounted aerated
live well,
* Separate frolling battery and

Other areas of the fitout
are all of the highest
standards, the dash is
put together superbly,
instrumentation is easy to

place. The finish is just superb
and couldn’t be faulted. The
ride and handling held no
surprises; it was predictable
and no nonsense and the

hhMrGllidﬂ1 2 voll, E"'_"h' see, the drivers position is performance are sparkling.
“"E: controlled electric excellent and the throttle Owerall it was a great
MO, —— . e ot : .
. falls easily to hand. package to test and if you can Rear deck, storage compariments
* Bow “I“f: alt "tm_'"‘l p;mlal afford one you will not be and live bait wells.
MOUNES 1 Interion seats. disa inted. This package is
« Reversible bow aushions for  Overall defiritely one of the best fish (AL
fishing deck. This is a fully factory fitted ard ski f}afkagos. _ ]
= Full width aft seating wilh two package and it shows. All Trackes Marine Auslralia
corvertible fishing chairs. the electrics are completely Bill Classon is the Managing el 07 5580 0288
* Non-skid surface on bow and integrated, everything has a Drrector of the Aunstralion Fax O7 5580 ‘m':':[]
aft fishing platforms, place and everything is in its Fishing Network, H www lrackermarine.com.au

GOMPARE OURS TO THE

New Baitfish Actual Baitfish

by Gillies Lures ——
Casts like
Super sharp a bullet Bright, life-like eyes Slimey, fragile body _—
trable hook —
h -
Glows in Tough body to withstand One bite and s Makes you
the dark viclous attacks iP's gone Dossn' g e

Gillies

62 SPORTFIS



