Tahoe Q8i

Oahoe emerged from a compa-
ny, Tracker Marine, that

brought bass fishing to ‘everyman’
with a fully rigged bass boat at a
bare-boat price.

So when we stepped into the Q8i
runabout and noted the stainless-steel
hardware, the rich upholstery and the
all-fiberglass construction, we wondered
where the bargain image went.

Then we turned the key and the
optional 350 Mag MerCruiser throttled us
up to a blistering 52 miles per hour. We
knew the bucks weren’t saved on horse-
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power. In fact, with a base V-8 220-hp
engine, the boat and a trailer tickle the wal-
let at under $30,000. With our test engine,
the base price is just a tick under $35,000.
We didn’t test the rig with the small V-8,
but we think it would reach satisfying
speeds in the low 40s and provide good
punch for recreational skiing, wakeboard-
ing and tubing.

We even loaded the test boat with sev-
eral adults to get a feel for acceleration and
speed. It was still quick and authoritative.
The boat made crisp 180-degree turns for
easy skier pickup — or just for the fun of
feeling this boat carve up the water.
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Economy High-Performance

Fresh Water Salt Water
Protected Water Open Water
Value Premium

AT A GLANCE

The new Tahoe Q8i hits two major
targets for potential runabout
owners: it's an upscale sport boat

with a downsized price tag.

At the helm we found the boat
extremely responsive, thanks in part to the
standard power steering. We had an excel-
lent view all around the boat whether ful-
ly seated or settled on top of the flip-up
bolster.

Under our feet, the Q8i had a solid






